Stambaugh

In June of 1882, when the Iron
River Mine had shown sufficient promise
of producing large quantities of ore, R.L.
Selden and his son, William H. Selden,
along with partners Dr. Louis D. Cyr of
Negaunee and Louis Stegmiller, an
Escanaba jeweler, decided to plat a village
of land east of Iron River Mine, at the top
of a hill overlooking the Iron River valley.
John V. Suydam was engaged to make
the surveys, assisted by Lafayette
McQuown. The new village was named
Stambaugh in honor of John Stambaugh,
president of the Tod, Stambaugh Com-
pany of Youngstown Ohio, which had
recently acquired right to the Iron River
Mine. A township taking the name of the
new village was set aside from Iron River
Township in 1886.

Initially, Stambaugh developed
along Fourth Street, where the Tod,
Stambaugh Company built a number of
frame-houses to accommodate supervi-
sory personnel. Growth of the commu-
nity spread from Third Street outwards
and, in 1890, Stambaugh was incorpo-
rated as a village. That same year, a
water system was installed and a fire
department was organized.

As with virtually all of the mining
communities in Iron County, Stambaugh's
growth was stunted during the 1890's
due to the Panic of 1893. At the turn of
the century, Stambaugh, with a popula-
tion numbering 695, consisted of a collec-
tion of widely scattered buildings, most of
which were frame dwellings built on foun-
dations of cedar posts. Most of the
European nationalities were represented

in the community, with Scandinavians
making up the dominant ethnic back-
ground.

In the early twentieth century, with
the stabilization of the economy and the
operation of five mines in Stambaugh,
the village expanded rapidly: five addi-
tions to the original plat were registered
during the decade beginning in 1907.
Electricity was introduced to Stambaugh in
1908 by the Menominee Range Power
and Development Company; telephone
lines had previously been installed in 1898
by the Michigan Bell Telephone Company.
A town hall was erected in 1913 while the
village was the seat of government of
Stambaugh Township.

Stambaugh has always been prima-
rily residential in nature, with commercial
development restricted due to the
community's close proximity to Iron
River's relatively large commercial center.
A school was opened in 1883, when there
were for the first time enough children to
begin holding classes. That the school
system showed only limited growth until
the turn of the century again reflects the
consequences of the Panic; the uncertain
operations of the mine during the 1890's
forced some families to move onto
homestead lands and others to seek
employment elsewhere. The school
system grew steadily after 1900, how-
ever, and by 1930, when consolidation
began, there were 12 schools in the
township school district. By the 1920's,
Stambaugh itself boasted an educational
campus of three large public school build-
ings and a Carnegie Library.

In 1923, Stambaugh was incorpo-



rated as a city with a commission-man-
ager for of government. Due to the
inclusion of valuable mining properties on
improvements, including well paved
streets, adequate lighting, water, and
sewer systems, and a fine athletic field. In
spite of the decline in western Iron County
due to the closing of its mines during the
Depression (growth peaked in Stambaugh
in 1930, when a population of 2,400 was
recorded), Stambaugh has remained a
well kept residential community, with civic
pride manifested in its uniformly neat and
cared-for houses.



